
With a new movie role getting Oscar buzz, a hot R&B CD climbing the
music charts and a racy satellite radio show where he can truly be

himself, Jamie Foxx is a rare talent, able to make his fans cry, laugh, sing
and dance. 

In his latest film, The Soloist, which opens April 24, Foxx portrays
Nathaniel Anthony Ayers Jr., a real-life Juilliard musical prodigy now in his
50s who also happens to be a paranoid schizophrenic living on the streets
of Los Angeles. In a story about compassion, Ayers is befriended by Los
Angeles Times journalist Steve Lopez, portrayed by Robert Downey Jr. The
two characters bond through music and cultivate a unique camaraderie.

The movie is based on Lopez’s 2008 book The Soloist: A Lost Dream, An
Unlikely Friendship And The Redemptive Power Of Music.

“I think both Nathaniel and Steve can ultimately be seen as the soloists,”
says Foxx. “They’re each trying to find a way to play the music of their
life—and have it be heard by someone.”

The movie also stars LisaGay Hamilton, Lorraine Toussaint, Nelson Ellis
and Justin Martin.

To make sure he captured Ayers’ true artistry and spirit on screen,
Foxx, 41, who trained in classical music after high school, took crash
courses on both the cello (six months) and the violin (two months). 

“I couldn’t even sleep at night knowing I had to learn this because I want-
ed it to look legit,” says the actor. Foxx also spent a few weeks with Ayers and
studied videotapes of him to capture his nuances.

“I had to try to submerge myself into the mind of
a schizophrenic in order to really understand what
Nathaniel’s journey is all about,” Foxx says. “You
have to kind of slip off the deep end a bit, and the
biggest challenge was letting go.”

After being in character for more than a year,
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Foxx admits that it took a few months to
get back to normal mentally. The movie,
he says, has given him a new respect for
the power of reasoning. “It made me appre-
ciate the fact that you have a clear mind.
During the taping of the movie, there
were times where I got so deep into it that
I started to question my own sanity. I was
like, ‘Man! How far am I going with this?’”

He adds, “Schizophrenia is a horrid,
horrid disease. It’s like taking your brain
and putting it in a meat grinder and
then trying to think through that. It’s
a tough thing.”

According to Foxx, The Soloist was
pushed back from its original fall 2008
release so that it “could have a better
shot” at the Academy Awards. As pre-
dicted, the buzz has already begun about
Foxx possibly receiving another golden
statuette. Foxx’s portrayal of music leg-
end Ray Charles won him the Oscar for
Best Actor (Ray, 2004). 

Real or fictitious, the actor
says he doesn’t prefer one type
of role over another. He does
say, however, that the next
real person on his radar to
portray is controversial boxer
Mike Tyson. Tight-lipped about
the details of the project, Foxx
will only say, “I don’t want to
jinx it, but I would love to get
a crack at it.”

His next movie, a thriller
titled Law Abiding Citizen, is
slated for release in spring
2010.

When he’s not making movies, Foxx
can be heard on his radio show. In 2006,
he partnered with Sirius satellite radio
to form his own show–the Foxxhole, a
combination of uncensored comedy and
R&B music.

“My radio personality is me all the
way. That’s the only place where I can go
and just be myself,” Foxx says. “We have
no morals. Don’t tune in to have us lead
your children into sin and iniquity be-
cause that is what we’ll do. My radio
show is for adults, not for kids.”

The nice thing about having your own
show is having a place to play your own
music. It’s a luxury Foxx has, but not one
he needs, especially since his third and
latest CD,  Intuition, is filled with hit songs
such as Just Like Me, featuring T.I., and
She Got Her Own, with Ne-Yo and Fab-
olous. His single Blame It, featuring rap-
per/producer T-Pain, is a favorite over
the airwaves and at the clubs.

“Jamie is the same in the studio as he
is on television. He is hilarious,” T-Pain
says about making music with Foxx. “I
loved the song when I heard it so we
made the collabo happen.”

Executive producer Breyon Prescott,
who also worked on the Foxx multi-
platinum-selling CD Unpredictable, says
on a scale from 1 to 10, Foxx would rank
music at 20. “He loves music more than
he loves anything,” insists Prescott. “He
takes it as serious as if he were reading
a script or a line, and he won’t leave until
the performance is perfect. It’s really
an art to him.”

Foxx also worked with The-Dream,
Kanye West, Lil Wayne and Marsha
Ambrosius of Floetry on the CD. 

“I’m just so happy this is doing well,”
says Foxx. “We have our fingers crossed
that it will keep growing.”

To keep Intuition climbing the charts,
Foxx plans to begin touring by late sum-
mer, though dates have yet to be released. 

Foxx says if he had to choose between
acting and music, the music would win.

“When it comes to music, that’s my
thing. I can sit down at the piano and create
and go places where I can’t go in acting.”

The job that holds an even higher rank
than musician for Foxx is being a father
to his 15-year-old daughter, Corinne.

“I told her, ‘You won’t be able to date
until you’re married. Once you’re
married, it’s OK.’ But, I know that’s

not going to happen,” he says.
“I think the point-blank blunt honesty

of raising kids is what works now in our
society; well, at least for my daughter. I
had to have the conversation with her
about sex and to make sure she’s doing
the right thing. I was very open and hon-
est with her about what not to do.

“…I can’t raise anybody else’s kid, but
I can raise my kid and let my kid be a
light to other kids.”

Right now, Corinne is the woman who
takes priority in the entertainer’s life.
Foxx, reluctant to say whether there
could someday be a Mrs. Jamie Foxx,
was willing to share that he likes “inde-
pendent,” “thick” women. But what about
her personality? Foxx responds honest-
ly, yet in true comedic form.

“Yeah, she can have that, too; but if
she’s thick, that’ll

keep her in the
game for a
minute.” ❒
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< Jamie Foxx and
daughter Corinne
attend the 51st
Annual Grammy
Awards in February.
Above, Foxx hosts his
uncensored Sirius XM
Foxxhole radio show.

> Jamie Foxx’s new CD Intuition
debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s R&B/Hip-
Hop Album charts. 
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