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Three-time Grammy-winning singer Jill Scott is counting down the days
before she gets to lay her eyes on what she calls her most precious “gift”
yet, her first child.

“Come on out, little boy,” she coos to her belly while relaxing at her Los
Angeles home. “Take your time and cook all the way through, but when
you’re done, I need you to come on out.”

The soon-to-be-mom, whose expected due date is April 25, learned she
was pregnant last August on the day she was slated to fly to Botswana in
Africa for a four-month stay to resume filming her new HBO series, The No.
1 Ladies Detective Agency. Scott said she hadn’t been feeling well, but told
herself, “I couldn’t be pregnant. That’s not it. I’m sick.” When she got a call
from her doctor’s office with the test results, she was “shocked.”

The news came as a surprise to Scott because she had been told by doc-
tors that she could not conceive a baby.

“I think I was 24 when they told me I should get a hysterectomy and nev-
er worry about having children,” she recalls. “I decided not to go with what
[the doctors] were saying. I figured this was bigger than them.” 

Though she does not remember the presumed cause of her infertility,
Scott says she assumed that the doctors were accurate in their diagnosis
since she did not conceive for 13 years while in a steady relationship with
former husband and manager Lyzel Williams. Their marriage officially end-
ed in September of 2007, says Scott. 

As for the “blessing” that has now been bestowed upon her, she is hum-
bled and greatly appreciative.

“I’m not going to question this,” Scott insists. “I just say, ‘Thank you.’” 
After sitting for about an hour or two with the idea of being a mom,

Scott says she made phone calls to her mother, grandmother and, of course,
her fiancé, Lil’ John Roberts, 37. The baby will be the couple’s first child
together and Roberts’ fourth.

If things had gone as intended, Scott would have married Roberts, her
band’s drummer, last month. This past sum-
mer, while on tour promoting her latest CD,
The Real Thing: Words and Sounds Vol. 3, the
singer announced her engagement to the
man who she says has been “sweet, helpful

< Jill Scott makes her lead-acting debut in
the HBO TV series The No. 1 Ladies Detective
Agency. Playing a Botswanan woman of “tra-
ditional size,” Scott was asked to put on 20
pounds during the initial filming in 2007.
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and loving” through this process. The
pregnancy, however, she says, has since
altered their marriage plans. 

“[The pregnancy] was a complete
shock to us. We are just people, of course,
so we have to deal with one thing at a
time. We may get married. We may not.
Who knows? We don’t. We’re just taking
it as slow as we can.”

For Scott, caution has been an ongo-
ing theme for nearly nine months. At 37,
her pregnancy is considered high-risk.
When she learned she was pregnant, out
of concern for the baby, travel plans were
pushed back a day to make sure Scott
was in good health and capable of han-
dling a 16-hour flight overseas. Once she
received the go-ahead from her doctor,
she was off to The Motherland. 

“He’s my little warrior,” Scott says of

her baby. “So far, he’s been to Africa with
me, he’s worked in extreme heat and dur-
ing 14-15 hour days. He’s hung in there
with me through this whole thing and I
just cannot get over it. This is incredible.” 

Scott is the star of HBO’s lightheart-
ed drama The No. 1 Ladies Detective
Agency, which is based on a series of
international best-selling novels by
Alexander McCall Smith. As the show’s
likeable heroine, Scott portrays Precious
Ramotswe, a divorcée who starts her
own detective agency in Botswana inves-
tigating cases and helping people solve
problems in their lives.

“I thought Jill Scott was a brilliant
choice,” the author says about the
actress, who is starring in her first lead-
ing role. “When I first saw her acting the
part… I was most impressed by her inter-
pretation of the character.” The series,
which airs Sundays at 8 p.m. ET, also
stars Tony-winner Anika Noni Rose,
Lucian Msamati and Desmond Dube.
The show’s final episode airs May 10.

As an actress, Scott has also appeared
in the Canadian production of the Broad-
way musical Rent, episodes of the TV
show Girlfriends, and most recently, in
Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married? 

The character Precious is most relat-
able to Scott, she says, because of the
sense of responsibility they both take in
their communities. To better understand

and authenticate the part, Scott read
Smith’s books and worked with a dialect
coach an hour a day for two months. 

“It’s not fair the way Africa has been
seen,” says Scott. “…I’m hoping that the
show allows people to see something
greater than disease and poverty. This
is a fictitious story, however, so much
of it rings true. I hope people will give
themselves an opportunity to see Africa
differently.”

Back in the States only a few months
now, Scott, is getting acquainted with
her new West Coast home, reading her
mommy manual, Jo Frost’s Confident Baby
Care, and enjoying the support of friends.

“Her baby will be so blessed” says
good pal and Why Did I Get Married? co-
star Tasha Smith. “I know Jill will be an
intuitive mother that’s going to under-

stand the needs of her child. She will do
a great job.” 

With those motherly duties quickly
approaching, Scott, who says she would
someday like to have two more children,
finds it difficult to predict just how long she
will stay away from entertaining fans of
her music and acting after the baby arrives.

“I really don’t know. At this point my
heart is focused on him being healthy and
strong… There is no way for me to assume
anything. I’m very, very respectful of this.”

What she is certain of is how she plans
to enjoy the upcoming summer months.

“I’m excited about teaching him how
to swim, even though he already knows.
I’m excited about having the little seat on
my bike so that I can ride him around.” 

Most importantly, Scott says, “I’m
excited about him.”❒
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< At five months pregnant, Jill Scott shares a
moment with co-star Anika Noni Rose during an HBO
press tour. “We had a really good time,” says Rose.
“Neither of us had ever been to Africa before… It was
a lot of work, but it was a lot of fun work.” 

Jill Scott gives a soulful 
performance during her
2008 tour. Fans will have to
get used to her singing a 
different type of tune. “I’ve
been working on Brown Baby
Lullabies. It has been on my
heart for years, but I would-
n’t even attempt to write it if
I never actually had a baby.” 
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