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It was 5:30 in the morning in Los Ange-
les on the day that Taraji Penda Hen-

son received one of the most important
phone calls of her life. 

It didn’t matter that the abrupt ring
woke her from a sound sleep. What mat-
tered is that she got the call. Period. 

“Taraji!” she recalls  manager Vin-
cent Cirrincione screaming on the other
end of the phone. “You got it! You got it!” 

“It” is the Best Supporting Actress
nomination from the Academy Awards for
her portrayal of Queenie in the hit movie
The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button. 

Her film roster also includes Baby Boy,
Four Brothers, Talk To Me and Hustle &
Flow, in which she portrayed a prostitute
who sang the memorable chorus from
the Oscar-winning song It’s Hard Out
Here For A Pimp.

“From the moment you say I want to
be an actor, this is what you’re reaching
for and, God, here I am,” says the bubbly
first-time nominee. “It just blows you
away when you get there. This is crazy!”

After pacing back and forth in the
dark and repeating “Oh my God,” to her-
self several times, she made her first
phone call of the day to her Oscar night

date and mother, Bernice Gordon.
“This is a dream come true for her, and

for me too; for her, because I know she’s
worked so hard,” Gordon says of her only
child. “She puts her heart and soul into
what she does. I’m so proud of her.”

Henson’s good news would mean
nothing without sharing it with the per-
son she calls “the best part of my life” –
her 14-year-old son, Marcell.

“I just burst into his room screaming
‘Marcell! Your mother has been nomi-
nated for an Oscar!’ He just started laugh-
ing and giggling.” 

Henson, 38, says that being a single
mom raising a teenager and juggling a
successful Hollywood career isn’t always
easy, but it is doable. 

“We take it all in stride because I nev-
er let what I do get bigger than life. I just
try to keep it really real and grounded
around here.

“It can be challenging at times, but
everything always works out for the
good,” says Henson. “When I’m on loca-
tion, I fly my mom in [from Florida], but
I’m with Marcell, like, 98 percent of the
time. The only time I’m ever away from
him for crazy amounts of time is when
I’m filming.”

Tracie Jenkins, Henson’s best friend
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“If there is no trophy, I
will still be happy with
the nomination
because at least I know
that people are aware
of me now,” says first-
time Oscar nominee
Taraji P. Henson.
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of 27 years, insists that motherhood has
never been a stumbling block for her pal. 

“It became the strength that pro-
pelled her forward,” says  Jenkins. “Hav-
ing Marcell in her life forced her to stand
up and show him that whatever it is he
wants to do, he can do.”

Henson’s own perseverance has final-
ly paid off for her. Besides being nomi-
nated for an Oscar for Button, Henson
has also received nominations from the
NAACP Image Awards, the Critics Choice
Awards and the Screen Actors Guild
(SAG) Awards. The Washington, D.C.,

native says she tries not to get caught up
in the frenzy of award season because it
can be too taxing. She does, however,
consider it an honor to be nominated.

“What I’ve asked God to do is use me
through my talent to inspire people. I
already feel that I’ve won just by doing
this film. Movies like this don’t come but
every decade or so.”

In Button, Henson’s character,  Quee-
nie, the surrogate mother to Benjamin
Button (Brad Pitt), helps run a senior cit-
izens home. She says the role helped her
bring some resolve to the 2006 passing of
her own father, Boris Lawrence Henson,
who died from cancer at 58. 

“Because the movie deals with mor-
tality and aging, it put life into perspec-
tive for me. Everyone is going to die, and
it made me deal with that.”  

The Howard University theater grad,
who hopes to model her career after her
favorite actress, Meryl Streep, credits
her dad with inspiring her to pursue act-
ing professionally 13 years ago. When the
good roles weren’t coming as frequently
as they are now, she says he was the one
to encourage her.

“My father use to always say, ‘Baby,
you just hold on. Everybody has a season
and yours is coming. I promise you that.’
A lot of times when I get down, I remind
myself of that.”

With all the recent media attention, a
starring role in the current T.D. Jakes
marital drama Not Easily Broken, and
upcoming parts in Hurricane Season, a

sports drama, and Once Fallen, a crime drama, there is
no denying that Henson’s predicted season has arrived. 

Sanaa Lathan, her close buddy and co-star in the
movies Something New and The Family That Preys, was
enthusiastic about what the Oscar nomination could mean
for her friend’s career. 

“I am beyond thrilled and excited for her. It is so
well-deserved. I hope that [the nomination] takes her to
that next level, where she gets her pick of great roles
in A-list projects.”

So far, picking and choosing the right roles have
done lots for Henson’s career, but have left little time
for a romantic life. 

“I’m single and I think I need to be right now.
I’ve got a lot going on. I don’t need any distractions.” 

While she is not ruling out the possibility of
love completely, Henson does note that the one
she allows in her life will “have to be an incred-
ible man to come around Marcell.”

Henson says Mr. Incredible will have to
put God first in his life, have intelligence and
confidence, and if he has children, he must
“be a father and in his child’s life.”

When her king does come, Henson
says she will gleefully take that
walk down the aisle. But for
now, Henson’s plan is to
leave a legacy of “great”
work that may open doors
for someone else. 

“Whether that involves
receiving a nomination or
a trophy,” says Henson,
“is just icing on the cake.”

To read more from the Taraji
P. Henson interview, visit
ebonyjet.com.❒
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▲ “He’s the best part of my life,” says Taraji P.
Henson of her son, Marcell, 14. “…The only time
I’m ever away from him for crazy amounts of
time is when I’m filming.”

< “I believe I
have an eye for
good material.

My ultimate goal   
is to some-

day own my own
production com-

pany to green-
light films.”


